MAR-ECO Project Workshop
Reykjavik, 29-30 September, 2007

Short report on benthos sub-group meeting

Benthos sub-group met on the 2nd Workshop day, 30 September, before lunch. This meeting was moderated by Andrey Gebruk.
Participants: Monty Priede, Alan Hughes, Antonina Rogacheva, Christoffer Schander, Andrey Gebruk.

Andrey Gebruk gave a brief account on the status of benthos work in MAR-ECO. All MAR-ECO benthos samples have been processed by taxonomic experts. Results of benthos studies in MAR-ECO will be published in MAR-ECO thematic issue of Marine Biology Research, due out in early 2008 (the first issue of the journal in 2008).
A work on benthos collected on the James Cook Ecomar cruise in 2007 was discussed. Benthic samples were taken using the Otter trawl and Megacorer, also a photographic platform was used for imaging of megafauna. All material and data are stored at the National Oceanographic Centre, Southampton. Samples need to be processed fast, for more effective planning of the Ecomar cruises in 2008 and 2009. Taxonomic expertise in the Ecomar consortium is not enough for complete species identification of all material. It has been suggested for species identification to involve taxonomic experts who worked with the MAR-ECO collection.  In MAR-ECO taxonomists were invited to Bergen Museum to work with material in case of numerous samples; small amounts of material were distributed among experts by post or with couriers. This approach was found afficient and it was suggested to apply a similar approach in Ecomar. The following taxa in the Ecomar collection were listed that require visits by taxonomic experts to NOC: Asteroidea, Echinoidea, Holothuroidea, Porifera and Anthozoa. It was emphasized that this work needs to be completed by spring 2008 (March), to allow time for planning of the cruise in summer 2008. Andrey Gebruk will coordinate this activity. An enquiry will be made to MAR-ECO for funding support of this activity.
Quantitative data on benthos in Ecomar will be processed at NOC, a PhD position will be opened for this task. Processing of megacorer samples also will be a responsibility of NOC.
