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User and Access Rights

1) While the formal ownership to material and data is retained by the institutions paying for collection and curation, any registered MAR-ECO partner has in principle access and user rights. 

2) To become a registered partner (as those listed in the attached excel sheet), commitments of time and resources have to be made together with a clear statement of intent concerning the scientific investigation to be carried out. It is the responsibility of the Steering Group and PIs of component projects to update the partner list and overview of commitments. 

3) Those registered in May 2004 made significant early commitments, and have first access to the material. When new scientists ask for access to material and data, the Steering Group and PIs should consult with already registered partners. The SG and PIs should ensure that duplication of efforts and undue competition for material and data is avoided. 

4) Access to material and data also implies an obligation to carry out the analyses planned and to publish results within reasonable time and preferably before the end of the MAR-ECO project in 2008. As a general rule, no more than 2 years should pass between the time that access was granted until submission of results for publication. If this deadline is exceeded, the data and material may be used by other partners for the same purpose.

