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Summary of Project: Synaphobranchus is a genus of marine bathydemersal eels. The genus belongs to the family Synaphobranchidae (o. Anguilliformes) and consists of 5 species (1 only known as leptocephalus larvae). They are characterized by having anus at anterior third of their lenght; the mouth reaches to about one eye diameter behind posterior margin of eye; dorsal fin origin slightly anterior of, to well behind, level of anus; and scales present.

The species of  Synaphobranchus can be difficult to identify. The distinguishing characters are not always clear, and some seem to overlap. This project aims to clarify the relationship and identification between these species (especially S. kaupii and S. affinis), by using morphological characters and molecular techniques. 







