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Working title of project: Deep sea fauna and environment of the North Atlantic 
and Mediterranean Sea 

Summary of Project: The Mid-Atlantic Ridge (MAR) in the North Atlantic Ocean 
is a poorly explored area which features rough topography with similar depths to 
ocean margin regions. The MAR with different topography, absence of food supply 
from shelf regions and open ocean conditions is likely to have a distinct fauna 
with different behavioural characteristics. This project aims to investigate the 
influence of environmental factors on assemblages of mobile deep-sea benthic 
fauna in terms of their species composition, abundance, biomass, behaviour and 
activity, through comparison of contrasting locations along the MAR and in the 
Mediterranean Sea. Studies will be undertaken using lander vehicles equipped 
with cameras that descend to the sea floor and attract animals to within their 
field of view using bait.  
 

 

 


