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Summary of Project:  
Environmental pollution has become evident in recent years.  A prominent part of this pollution is what contamination occurs in the food chain and our food supply.  In order to avoid the consumption of unwanted pollutants one has to determine the quantities present in a certain food product, as well as their distribution.  The orange roughy (Hoplostethus atlanticus) has become a highly sought after consumer product in the food industry due to its subtle flavor and firm white flesh.  Since the species can reach ages well above 100 years, it is important to know what size and age of the fish which are suitable for consumption.  In this investigation, orange roughy samples from different weight groups were analyzed for the concentrations of eleven different elements, dioxins, furans, and dioxin-like PCBs.  Five different organs were analyzed in order to obtain a partial view of the distribution of the contaminants. 

