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Institution: Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute
e-mail: mgeidner@fau.edu

Degree: MS student
Working title of project: Quantification of Feeding and Predation Impact of the Deep-Pelagic Eel Serrivomer beanii in Oceanic Food Webs

Supervisors: Dr. Tracey Sutton

Summary of Project: 

Assemblage structure and predation of bathypelagic fishes relative to food web models involves the identification as well as quantification of their prey.  One of the main impediments to our understanding of the role of large pelagic eels in oceanic ecosystems is the collection process.  Often small trawl size has been the limiting factor in sampling eels such as, Serrivomer beanii.  Using large pelagic trawls, the 2004 G.O. Sars MAR-ECO expedition found this species to be a numerical and biomass dominant fish over the Mid-Atlantic Ridge.  With this new information, MAR-ECO will allow us to increase our knowledge of Serrivomer beanii, while also providing a key component for the modeling of trophic interactions in the deep North Atlantic.
