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Institution: University of the Azores – Department of Oceanography and Fisheries
e-mail: dscatarino@gmail.com
Degree: “Licenciatura” in Marine Biology
Working title of project: Mercury in deep-sea pelagic fishes from the Mid-Atlantic Ridge.
Supervisors: Filipe M. Porteiro, Valentina Costa and Humberto Lopes 
Summary of Project: This study pretends to determinate the concentration of total mercury in pelagic fishes which live at different depths, from epipelagic to bathypelagic zones. The nine species analysed (Entelurus aequoreus, Maurolicus muelleri, Benthosema glaciale, Myctophum punctatum, Lampanyctus macdonaldi, Maulisia microlepis, Holtbyrnia anomala, Scopelogadus beanii and Gonostoma bathyphilum) were caught in the Mid-Atlantic Ridge during the 2004 MAR-ECO GO Sars expedition. Determinations will be made by Cold Vapour Atomic Fluorescence Spectrometry. It’s hypothesized that the mercury concentration on fishes increases with depth and that in the bathypelagic environment the fishes belonging lower trophic levels accumulate less mercury.
