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Exhibition featuring the fascinating world of our deepest oceans makes its first voyage to the UK

Monday, 31 March @ 12.30pm

Aberdeen Maritime Museum, Shiprow, Aberdeen

The first ever visit to the UK of an international travelling exhibition about the mysterious, amazing and fascinating world of the deep sea is officially opened to the general public at the Aberdeen Maritime Museum.

To celebrate the opening of the Deeper than Light exhibition, an evening reception is being hosted tonight by the University of Aberdeen.  Around 80 invited guests from the oil industry and science community will be attending the private viewing. In addition, key individuals involved in the exhibition, including David Shale, a professional wildlife cameraman whose work has featured in the BBC series Blue Planet, The Deep and Live from the Abyss, will also be in attendance.
 

The exhibition is a visual interaction between art, science and technology and reveals the wonders inherent in the unusual organisms living deeper than light. Deeper than Light presents unique discoveries and impressions from deep sea expeditions along the mid-Atlantic Ridge.  It also combines new scientific discoveries, unusual deep-sea life forms, advanced marine technology, biological samples, fascinating film footage and visualisations, photos, paintings, drawings and scientific illustrations. 
At this evening’s private viewing, John Edwards, Keeper of Science and Maritime History at Aberdeen City Council will welcome guests to the Aberdeen Maritime Museum.  Professor Stephen Logan, Senior Vice Principal at the University of Aberdeen will also welcome guests on behalf of the Institution before introducing Professor Monty Priede, Director of Oceanlab at the University.  Professor Priede will give an overview of the exhibition and introduce Dr Nikki King, a Research Fellow at Oceanlab, who has been instrumental in the arrangements ahead of the exhibition opening, and also provide a warm welcome to David Shale.  Guests will then have the opportunity to tour the exhibition.

Professor Priede is looking forward to this evening’s private viewing event and said: “We are delighted to welcome the MAR-ECO Deeper than Light exhibition to Aberdeen.  Oceanlab has been involved in the MAR-ECO project for many years, and now that we are running the UK MAR-ECO project (ECOMAR), it is great that we can inform the public about our research and the deep sea in such a fun and interactive way.”
The exhibition has been produced in Norway by Bergen Museum and the international research project MAR-ECO www.mar-eco.no, part of the global initiative Census of Marine Life (CoML; www.coml.org).  Deeper than Light is also supported by the DESEO group, a collaboration of deep sea projects within the Census of Marine Life.

Deeper than Light's visit to Aberdeen is being led by Oceanlab at the University of Aberdeen, in partnership with Aberdeen Maritime Museum. Oceanlab run the ECOMAR project - www.oceanlab.abdn.ac.uk/ecomar - a consortium aimed at research on the mid-Atlantic Ridge at the sub polar front and Charlie Gibbs Fracture Zone. The project is funded by the Natural Environment Research Council and is a UK element of MAR-ECO.

Dr King said: “This is the first ever visit to the UK of this international exhibition featuring the fascinating world of our deepest oceans.  I am delighted that wildlife cameraman, David Shale, who has been onboard many of the research cruises over the last few years, is attending Monday evening’s private viewing. Many of David’s photographic images are on display throughout the exhibition.  

“Deeper than Light will be a fantastic opportunity to highlight the research which is being conducted in our deepest oceans to a wider audience – the general public.  In addition, the exhibition also demonstrates the synergy effect of collaborations between scientists, technology and artists. The significance of the scientific collections in modern science will also be emphasised.”

A Public Open Day is also taking place on Saturday, April 5 between 11.30am and 1.00pm at the Aberdeen Maritime Museum.  A series of three public talks will be presented covering the deep sea; the luminous deep (3D computer animation and the unseen ecosystem); and recent and exciting discoveries by the European Census of Marine Life.  Members of the public are invited to attend and admission is free. To book a place at the Public Open Day, please contact Aberdeen City Council - Lyn Gray on: (01224) 337700 or Tess McLean on: (01224) 337713.
Johannes Høyer, Communication Coordinator, Bergen Museum and University of Bergen has been involved in taking the exhibition across Europe. He said: “The MAR-ECO project already contributed to several well attended exhibitions in Norway and abroad. Audiences of all ages are fascinated and surprised by the combination of new scientific discoveries, curious deep-sea life forms, advanced marine technology, and impressive artwork.  I very much hope that the Aberdeen public give their support to this wonderful exhibition where the secrets of the deep sea will be unearthed.”
The Deeper than Light exhibition runs until August 2.
MAR-ECO / Census of Marine Life:

MAR-ECO is an international research project involving scientists from 16 nations which aims to enhance our understanding of occurrence, distribution and ecology of animals and animal communities along the mid-Atlantic Ridge - the volcanic mountain range in the middle of the Atlantic ocean.

A multidisciplinary team of biologists (including Professor Monty Priede and Dr Nikki King from Oceanlab), oceanographers, and engineers are conducting a number of cruises throughout the project period (2001-09).The largest expedition has been the two-month expedition onboard the Norwegian RV G.O. Sars in June-July 2004, where more than 80,000 specimens were collected. MAR-ECO adopts the most advanced technology and instruments for observing and collecting the animals and to tackle the challenge of working at depths of 4,500m and in rugged terrain. The fascinating groups of animals studied are fishes, crustaceans, cephalopods and a wide range of gelatinous animals living either near the seabed or in mid-water above the ridge.

The project is an element of the Census of Marine Life. Norway, represented by the Institute of Marine Research and the University of Bergen, co-ordinates the project. Bergen Museum curates the biological samples. Public outreach has been emphasised throughout the project – documented on the web, in paintings, photos, footage and, of course, biological samples. All elements to fascinate the audience. MAR-ECO wishes to put these elements together into an international travelling exhibition, produced by the Bergen Museum. 

David Shale:

David Shale is a professional wildlife cameraman with a PhD in Biology from Reading University. He worked at the Institute of Oceanographic Sciences for eight years studying neuston and bathypelagic Copepoda. He participated in many oceanographic cruises onboard RRS Discovery, mainly in the North Atlantic. He also photographed many of the specimens collected for the Institute's library. 

Since 1979, when he left full-time research, he has filmed and photographed wildlife. He has been involved in the making of the BBC series Blue Planet, particularly The Deep, and more recently, Live from the Abyss. He filmed on several research cruises for that series.

David participated on Leg 2 of the 2004 MAR-ECO expedition to the mid-Atlantic Ridge on the RV G.O.Sars.  He is also participating in the three ECOMAR cruises to the mid-Atlantic Ridge (Summer 2007, Summer 2008 and Summer 2009; ECOMAR = Ecosystems of the Mid-Atlantic Ridge at the sub-polar front and Charlie-Gibbs Fracture Zone – led by Oceanlab).
Links with the University of Aberdeen:

Deeper than Light's visit to Aberdeen is being led by Oceanlab at the University of Aberdeen.  Oceanlab run the ECOMAR project  www.oceanlab.abdn.ac.uk/ecomar - a consortium aimed at research on the mid-Atlantic Ridge at the sub polar front and Charlie Gibbs Fracture Zone with seven UK research partners (University of Aberdeen, University of St Andrews, Scottish Association of Marine Science, University of Durham, Newcastle University, National Oceanography Centre, Southampton, Plymouth Marine Laboratory). The project is funded by the Natural Environment Research Council and is a UK element of MAR-ECO.

Professor Monty Priede has been actively involved in the MAR-ECO project since it’s fruition in early 2000.  In 2004, Professor Priede and Dr Nikki King completed Leg 2 (4 weeks at sea) of the 8 week cruise.  
Oceanlab now run and lead the ECOMAR project - the UK contingent of the MAR-ECO project.

A Deeper than Light book has just been published and is available to purchase online from Amazon. For further details, visit: 

http://www.eurocoml.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=162&Itemid=220
For more information visit: http://www.mar-eco.no/exhibition 

and:  http://www.mar-eco.no/__data/page/722/Exhibit-pres.pdf
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